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Which is your favourite: ‘Ridiculousness’, ‘Top Gear’ or ‘Gogglebox’?

Television is generally poor, or 
should I say very poor in this 
country – not sure if this is a 
fact (that everyone or most 

people would agree on), or if this is 
just my humble opinion. But, there 
it is. 

Our pay television channels cost 
an arm and a bit of a leg – and 
for what? Mostly repeats of films 
and dated syndicated shows like 
‘America’s Got Talent’ and or ‘X-
Factor’ etc. – the winners of which 
we already know via Google. How 
much fun can that really be, and 
how much value am I getting for my 
bob? I ask you this with tears in my 
navy blue, bloodshot eyes – mostly 
caused by the very poor television I 

am speaking of.
Yet, every year I pay my TV license 

religiously, because I believe it is “the 
right thing to do” and at the end of 
every month my phone goes “beep-
beep” to indicate that my debit or-
der for DStv has gone through yet 
again. Yet, when I flick through the 
channels, all I see are old ‘Top Gear’ 
shows - in omnibus form, nogal. I 
see ‘Ridiculousness’, with that insipid 
Chanel West Coast (I kid you not, 
that is really her pseudonym) playing 
the role of a live laugh, track back-
to-back-to-back-to-back (sorry, does 
that also constitute an omnibus???). 

And when she gets asked to com-
ment on things in the show, her an-
swers are as inane as her facial ex-
pression. Still, how do I know this? 
Because I watch it.

I see tons of the sensation-seek-
ing drivel that other people must be 
finding very amusing and/or excit-
ing, like ‘My Big Fat Fabulous Life’; 
or programmes about people who are 
too short or too thin, or who have a 
few limbs missing (or additional ones 

where no human being should have 
any) looking for love; or ones that 
have lost so much weight, they now 
just don’t know what to do with all 
the excess skin! I have a few ideas 
but that is not for here…

But I, like most of you I would 
imagine, watch the bunkum they 
throw at us. Well, I guess it’s either 
we watch the aforementioned, or 
we would have to watch re-runs of 
‘America’s Funniest Home Videos’ or 
‘Knightrider’ or ‘Baywatch’ or heav-
en forbid, ‘MacGyver’! I think even 
the old ‘Dallas’ is in the mix there 
somewhere - like we all don’t already 
know who shot JR? Spoiler alert: it’s 
that woman with the squint and the 
hair-lip whose name escapes me…a 
younger version of Cilla Black. 

No, not Cilla Black; Karen Black 
– sorry. And if you are asking “who 
dat”? Google! Cilla is the one with 
the overbite – the singer. Karen’s the 
one with the squint – the actress. Ac-
tually, she is in one of my favourite 
films, ‘Red Dirt’. But that too, is not 
for here.

Point is, it’s either this, or you 
would have to be a sport enthusi-
ast (sport coverage is very good on 
our televisions, right?), or you would 
have to love cooking, cooking, cook-
ing and some more cooking (and for 
some variation on the theme, bak-
ing, baking and some more baking) 
– basically the “food porn” channels. 
The few channels like National Geo-
graphic, History and Animal Planet 
will from time to time have some-
thing worthwhile watching. 

Oh, and the BBC Channel…and 
sometimes there is something worth-
while to watch on the Comedy Cen-
tral Channel as well. 

Then there is this cleverly named 
channel called “Encore” or “SABC 
Encore”, I think is its real name – a 
clever way to legally/legitimately con 
us into believing that the channel is 
dedicated to re-runs. Loosely trans-
lated it means: “Old sh!t that should 
be on a dumpster somewhere that 
nobody else would EVER want to 
watch – EVER!”

Of late, they have been punting a 

new show called ‘Gogglebox’ as “the 
most opinionated South Africans 
commenting on television” as they 
are busy watching it. I don’t know 
if you have watched it yet, but basi-
cally you are watching people watch-
ing TV, and what they would say as 
they watch television.

Sounds really interesting hey? In-
telligent even? At last…people who 
will be telling us just how terrible our 
television channels are and engage 
intelligently about what should be 
on TV. But wait, there’s more…watch 
it and see for yourself. 

It is the biggest load of codswal-
lop. The most intelligent responses I 
heard on the one occasion I watched 
‘Gogglebox’ was: “Sjoe!” or “Eish”; 
or “Ooooh, jinne, I can’t look…there 
is too much blood!” Or, “That is the 
husband that cheated on her, and 
now he wants to go back to her. 
She’d be a fool to take him back af-
ter what he did to her…” 

Verrrry “intelligent”. Highly “opin-
ionated”…welcome to South Africa. 
Eish…

Encore
By Rafiek Mammon
rafiek@mweb.co.za

A VIP evening with the Durban PlayHouse
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Mariah Carey’s Sweet Sweet Fantasy 
Tour to rock Moses Mabhida
1990s R&B queen Mariah Carey will 
be touring South Africa during April 
and May. The diva has date with 
Durban for Tuesday, April 26, at the 
Moses Mabhida Stadium. (Tickets 
are still on sale at Computicket.

Throughout her career, Carey has 
sold more than 200 million records 
worldwide, making her one of the 
best selling music artists of all time.

Famed for her five-octave vocal 
range, Carey rose to prominence 
after releasing her self-titled de-
but studio album ‘Mariah Carey’ in 
1990. It went multi-platinum and 
spawned four consecutive num-
ber one singles on the Billboard 
Hot 100 chart ‘Vision of Love’, 
‘Love Takes Time’, ‘Someday’ and 
‘I Don`t Wanna Cry’. Carey con-
tinued her success with follow up 
albums ‘Emotions’ (1991), ‘Music 
Box’ (1993) and ‘Merry Christmas’ 
(1994). ‘Daydream’ (1995) made 
music history when its second single 
‘One Sweet Day’ a duet with Boyz II 
Men, spent a record sixteen weeks 

on top of the charts.
Carey returned to the top of the 

charts with ‘The Emancipation of 
Mimi’ (2005) and its second single 
‘We Belong Together’ was named 
song of the decade by Billboard. 
With the release of ‘Touch My Body’ 
(2008), Carey gained her 18th num-
ber-one single in the United States, 

more than any other solo artist.
Throughout her career Carey has 

won five Grammy Awards, 11 Ameri-
can Music Awards. This is the first 
time that she will perform in South 
Africa.

* The concert is scheduled to start 
at 8pm.

In this regular column, we chat to 
some of SA’s premier personali-
ties about their travel experienc-
es and favourite local pastimes 

and haunts.
This week we catch up with media 
personality and 2011 GQ Best Dressed 
Man, Maps Maponyane.

What is your favourite travel desti-
nation, and why?
New York. It encapsulates a world 
of possibilities for everyone and has 
a sense of majesty that you cannot 
explain. A close second to this is Bar-
celona.

What was your first international 
trip, and what do you remember 
most vividly about the experience?
England. I saved up money to travel 
when I was still studying. I was in ab-
solute awe of this world I had only 
ever been able to see on television.

What is the first thing you usually 
do when you arrive at your desti-
nation and you’re trying to get ac-
climated?
I enjoy travelling tremendously so the 
excitement of a different place nor-

mally takes over and I go straight into 
exploration mode. I normally check 
into my hotel or where I’m staying, 
grab a map to identify the good local 
spots and then set off to find them.

What for you is usually the best way 
to soak up the culture you’re in?
You get the best feel of a place by 
hanging out with the locals and by 
experiencing the world through their 
eyes. I enjoy finding the offbeat little 
places that’s hidden from the normal 
tourist routes to explore and espe-
cially to eat at. This is how you really 
get an understanding of a specific 
place and its culture. 
I enjoy sightseeing and have a thing 
for architecture. I enjoy seeing how 
designs differ from city to city and 
country to country. It’s fascinating to 
admire an individual’s creativity por-
trait (sic) through the construction of 
a building, which also contributes to 
the culture of a country. 

Flying – love it, or hate it?
Somewhere in the middle. Travel-
ling is part of the experience to get 
to your destination. The excitement 
starts when you pick up your suit-

case and leave your house, hanging 
out at the airport and then getting 
on the flight. That is capturing every 
moment. Being considered as quite a 
tall man, the comfort on flights can 
be negotiable as there’s only so much 
leg space available, no matter what 
class you travel in. I just wish it was 
easier to sleep during a flight.

What has been your favourite cui-
sine that you have discovered on 
your travels?
Where do I start? I love food. Let me 
rephrase - I love good food! I can 
probably highlight a great dish from 
every place I have ever been. If I have 
to highlight one specifically, it needs 
to be eating lasagne and all the ge-
lato I could get my hands on in Italy.

You’ve got exactly R48 in your wal-
let. Where do you go for lunch in 
Cape Town, Durban and in Joburg, 
and what do you have?
Jozi: A simple, yet super tasty dish 
at The Whippet in Linden: scrambled 
eggs, avo and bacon on toast
Cape Town: Baby burger from Clarkes 
on Bree Street
Durban: It must be the beef, chip and 

cheese roti wrap from the House of 
Curries.

What is your speciality in the kitchen?
I make a mean, experimental spa-
ghetti bolognaise. It might not sound 
like much, but trust me: it is good.

Describe your ideal night in, and out.
I love hanging out with my favou-
rite people, might this be at a local 
restaurant or at one of our houses. 
Spending quality time with quality 
people is an important thing in life 
and with our busy lifestyles it gets 
quite difficult to pause life and really 
appreciate each other. 
I can easily have the best time of 
my life relaxing at home with good 
music in the background, or a good 
movie whilst enjoying take-aways.

What makes life worth living?
Everything! The gift of waking up 
each day and not knowing what life 
might throw at you. I live for my fam-
ily, my friends, my “job”, the passion 
I have for life, the new challenges I 
get to face and by living every single 
day to the full. Living each day as it 
could be your last.

Travelling & Living with the stars

Maps Maponyane

Josh Groban

Mariah Carey

Josh Groban back on SA ‘Stages’
Multi-platinum recording artist Josh 
Groban will be returning to South 
Africa in the coming week in support 
of his number one album ‘Stages’, 
to perform in Johannesburg, Durban 
and Cape Town.

Groban will showcase his musical 
prowess in Durban on Sunday, April 
10, at the ICC Durban Arena.

With over 25 million albums sold 
worldwide, the LA native first broke 
out in 2001 with his self titled debut 
album and has gone on to release 
five multi-platinum albums. Groban 
has been nominated for more than a 
dozen awards, including two Gram-
my Awards and an Academy Award. 
He has performed with some of the 
most celebrated artists in history, in-
cluding Barbra Streisand, Andrea Bo-
celli and Celine Dion. 

In South Africa, he is one of the 
most successful international artists 
of the past 10 years, having sold over 
750000 albums.

His latest album release ‘Stages’ 
peaked at number 1 for three weeks 
on the South African music charts. It 
is a collection of some of the greatest 

musical theatre songs of all time.
Groban last performed in South 

Africa in 2011 with five sold out 
dates.

* For ticketing information, consult 
Computicket.

A VIP evening with the Durban PlayHouse
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Frank Graham

Mark Mulder and Annie Robinson as Basil and Sybil Fawlty

Loyiso Gola

‘Into the Woods’ coming to the Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre

Following the local and na-
tional success of ‘Sweeney 
Todd’, KickstArt is open-
ing their 2016 Durban pro-

gramme with a brand new production 
of another Stephen Sondheim classic, 
‘Into the Woods’, which comes to the 
Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre on UKZN 
campus from 15 April until 1 May.

This moody, magical, thought-
provoking musical fairy tale parable 
for grown-ups has long been on di-
rector Steven Stead’s wish-list, and 
now he and his creative collaborator, 
Greg King are realising a dream – to  
bring the first ever professional pro-
duction to Durban.

‘Into the Woods’ is a modern twist 
on several of the beloved Brothers 
Grimm fairy tales, intertwining the 
familiar plots of a few iconic sto-
ries and exploring the possible con-
sequences of the characters’ wishes 
and dreams. It follows the trials and 
adventures of a collection of well-
known fairy-tale characters, includ-
ing Cinderella, Rapunzel, Jack and 
the Beanstalk, and Little Red Riding 
Hood. They all go into the deep, dark 
woods on separate quests, and their 
paths cross and intersect with some-
times amusing, sometimes alarm-

ing results. KickstArt has assembled 
and all-star cast for this important 
production: Bryan Hiles and Jes-
sica Sole play the central characters 
of the Baker and his wife, who have 
to collect a series of magical objects 
over three nights in order to dispel 
the curse of the eccentric next-door-

neighbour witch and have a child of 
their own. The Witch, a hugely chal-
lenging role first created by Broad-
way musical theatre diva Bernadette 
Peters, and recently played on screen 
by Meryl Streep, is played with relish 
and style by Durban’s own delicious 
diva, Lisa Bobbert.

Frances Currie, now resident in the 
UK, is coming out to play the indeci-
sive and under-confident Cinderella, 
with Liesl Coppin as her wicked step-
mother. Graeme Wicks plays hapless, 
dreamy jack, with Marion Loudon as 
his exasperated, ever-practical moth-
er. Little Red Riding Hood is played 

by Katy Moore, and her nemesis, the 
sweet-talking, always-lurking Wolf, 
is played by Lyle Buxton, who also 
plays Cinderella’s handsome and 
seemingly-charming Prince. Rapun-
zel is played by sweet-voiced Haylea 
Hounsom, and her prince by exciting 
new-comer, Alex Hodges.

‘Into the Woods’ is directed by 
Steven Stead, with musical direction 
by American musical theatre expert, 
Drew Rienstra, set design by Greg 
King, costume designs by Neil Stuart 
Harris, and lighting by Tina le Roux.

* Performances will take place at 
7.30pm from Tuesdays to Saturdays, 
2.30pm on Saturdays, and 6pm on 
Sundays. 
Bookings are now open at Compu-
ticket.
For block bookings and exciting Early 
Bird specials, call 083 250 2690; or 
send an email to editor.goingplaces-
sa@gmail.com. Until March 31, you 
can book 10 seats and get them for 
the price of eight, for any show in 
any price range. Please note that de-
spite its fairytale characters, this mu-
sical is aimed at adult audiences, and 
is not suitable for young children. PG 
eight years old.

The cast of ‘Into The Woods’

Relive the golden days of Springbok Radio‘Making Laugh with Loyiso 
Gola and Friends’ at the Bat

Masood Boomgaard will host two 
time Emmy nominated SA comedy 
legend Loyiso Gola when he hits the 
Durban stage in April for ‘Making 
Laugh with Loyiso Gola and Friends’ 
- a not to be missed stand-up com-
edy extravaganza. The show will be 
taking place on Friday and Saturday, 
April 1 and 2, at 8m at the Bat Cen-
tre, Wilson’s Wharf.

Gola is widely regarded as one 
of South Africa’s premier comedians 
who has performed on the biggest 
stages locally and abroad and re-
ceived much acclaim for his stand-
up comedy specials including ‘Pro-
fessional Black’ and ‘Loyiso Gola For 
President’. He is also widely known 
for being the co-creator and anchor 
of ‘Late Night News (LNN) with Loy-
iso Gola’ on e-TV.

Don’t miss out on this opportu-
nity to see a comic genius at the top 
of his game that has been featured in 
major international events like Mon-
treal’s Just For Laughs comedy fest 
and the UK’s Edinburgh festival. He 

is also a recipient of many accolades 
and awards, including being awarded 
South Africa’s Comic of the Year in 
2014.

Gola’s fearless brand of comedy 
smashes taboos and takes no prison-
ers. Audiences can expect the come-
dian to lampoon and satirize his way 
through a night filled with laughs 
and thrills. Gola has left his mark on 
the comedy landscape by taking on 
the sacred cows of our society and 
turning them on their side with his 
satirical barbs and jabs.

He will be supported by local acts, 
including Masood Boomgaard and 
Mo Vawda.

“It is an absolute privilege to host 
one of the country’s best comedians, 
a true legend, here in Durban. The 
people of Durban can expect noth-
ing less than top notch entertain-
ment,” says Boomgaard.

* Tickets are R120 and are available 
from Computicket and Checkers.

Do you remember a time when the 
only home entertainment we had 
was our precious radio? Do you 
remember our universally popular 
Springbok Radio with its plethora 
of music shows and quiz shows? 
And, particularly, do you recall the 
vast numbers of plays, serials, and 
series? Do you remember, above all, 
the comedies that could help to lift 
your spirits at the end of a hard day?

Those were the days of Inspec-
tor Carr, Henry Simon of the Missing 
Persons Bureau, of Doctor Paul and 
Mary Livingston, MD. They were the 
days of No 1 and No 2, Sir Gregory 
Pitkin, Mildred Murfin and Hum-
bert and Lolita Snetherswaite; the 
days of Able Seaman Johnson, Percy 
Snodgrass and Kenneth Wibley.

From 1968 on, the vast majority 
of comedies was recorded right here 

in Durban, many of them in front of 
“live” audiences.

Spend a nostalgic evening at the 
Rhumbelow with Frank Graham, 
one of South Africa’s most versatile 
character actors and comedians as 
he re-invokes those memories with 
his popular brand of humour. 

Performances will take place on 
Sunday, April 3, at 2pm and 6.30pm, 
and Sunday, April 24, at 2pm and 
6.30pm.

You’ll go home with a song in 
your heart.

* Tickets are R140 and can be 
booked at Computicket.
Braais will be available should show-
goers wish to cook some meat.
Limited secure parking available.
The Rhumbelow Theatre is situated 
on 42 Cunningham Rd, Umbilo.

As a guest at the Torguay Hotel, you 
will meet the much put-upon Ba-
sil, bossy Sybil and others of ‘Fawlty 
Towers’ fame at the Rhumbelow 
Theatre in Pietermaritzburg on April 
10 at 2pm and 6.30pm, and in Dur-
ban on April 24 at 2pm and 6.30pm. 
Both venues will open 90 minutes 
before show for a picnic dinner, if 
you bring your own picnic baskets.

Titled ‘Tarty Flowers’ and de-
vised and Directed by Paul Spence, 
the team will pay tribute to the BBC 
television sitcom from the 1970s 
that was voted the best British TV 
series of all time.

Paul Spence is a member of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company for sev-
en years, and has worked in theatres 
around the world: from London to 
Copenhagen, Vienna and Tokyo. 

The roles of Sybil and Basil Fawl-
ty will be played by confirmed fans 
since the ‘70’s, South African come-

dienne Annie Robinson and the ac-
complished Mark Mulder – currently 
back on SABC TV in ‘The Game’. 

They now get the chance to share 
the uniquely Fawlty experience with 
KZN audiences in this two-hander. 

‘Tarty Flowers’ is a com-
edy in two acts with a running 
time of 85 minutes, including a  

15-minute interval.

* Tickets are R140. Pensioners and 
block bookings of 8 or more are 
R120. Book at Computicket, phone 
or e-mail roland@stansell.za.net 
or call 082 499 8636. Visit events.
durbantheatre.com for more infor-
mation.

‘Tarty Flowers’/’Fawlty Towers’ at the Rhumbelow Theatre
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Mariah Carey
Throughout her career, Mari-
ah Carey has sold more than 
200 million records world-
wide, taken 5 Grammy 
awards and 11 American mu-
sic awards. She will be in 
Durban for one night only!
29 Apr @ 8pm
R395 – R1499
Moses Mabhida Stadium. 44 
Isaiah Ntshangase Road, 
Durban. (Tel) 0800-915-8000

Light the fire 2016
This one is going to a petrol 
heads dream. Stunts bikes, 
drifting, freestyle motorcross, 
suicide rides, strongman 
challenge, wet slide, foam pit 
and an amazing DJ lineup.
30 Apr – 1 May @ 10am
R80 – R350
Dezzi Raceway. Lot 28, Dis-
trict Road, Marburg. (Tel) 
0800-915-8000 or 039-685-
4100

Freedom Dance 9
Lew from MetroFM will be the 
headline at this years Free-
dom dance festival. Youth will 
be allowed to set up stalls to 
sell products from art to ap-
parel.
26 Apr @ 10pm
R150
Casablanca Lifestyle, Molwe-
ni. 429 Bhejane Road, Mol-
weni, Hillcrest. (Tel) 031-776-
7005

Sunidhi Chauhan
She is a talented singer with a 
strings of hit songs to her 
name. Sunidhi can also sing 
various languages including 
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu. If 
you love Bollywood music, 
don’t miss this one.
22 Apr @ 8pm
R220 – R2000
Westridge Park Tennis Stadi-
um. 100 Jan Smuts Highway, 
Mayville, Durban. (Tel) 031-
261-3901

Cell C Sharks vs Emirates Lions
The clash continues, this time 

between two great teams. 
Part of the Vodacom Super 
Rugby season.
9 Apr @ 5:05pm
R90 – R120
Growthpoint Kings Park. On 
Masabalala Yengwa Avenue, 
Durban. (Tel) 0800-915-8000

Aussie Circus
Modern Circus spectacular 
consisting of standard circus 
disciplines as well as a few 
specialist performances in-
cluding a human cannonball 
display.
25 Mar – 3 Apr @ 10pm, 
2pm, 7pm
R200 – R400
The Circus Big Top. Cnr Stal-
wart Simelane and Sandile 
Thusi Road, Durban. (Tel) 
0800-915-8000

Parent Talk
This event will be a presenta-
tion on Parenting by author 
Rob Parsons and Katherine 
Hill. Learning some new tips 
and tricks on being an even 
better parent.
25 Apr @ 7pm
R40
St Agnes Church. 53 Abelia 
Road (Tel) 0800-915-8000

Pop-up Cognac Tasting
House Martell will be re-
launching the brand at the 
Oyster Box and will host a 
special tasting session. Each 
Cognac will be paired with 
chocolate and the event will 
be hosted by the South Afri-
can Martell Ambassador.
28 Apr @ 2pm
Free
The Oyster Box. 2 Lighthouse 
Road, Umhlanga Rocks. (Tel) 
031-514-5000

 ART

Birds
A unique display of paintings 
and works about birds. 20 art-
ists are involved in this exhibi-
tion.
Until 23 Apr @ 9:30am

Free
Artisan Contemporary Gal-
lery. 344 Florida Road, Morn-
ingside. (Tel) 031-312-4364

Celebrating Human Rights
The print portfolio consists of 
works from 29 South African 
artists, created in black in 
white. The works deal with is-
sues that threaten democracy 
and human rights.
Until 3 May @ 8am
Free
Phansi Museum. 500Esther 
Roberts Road, Glenwood. 
(Tel) 031-206-2889

‘Out of the Blue’
Four well known artists will 
exhibit their work. Anthony 
Buckland is one of these art-
ists and will be exhibiting four 
of his latest wood sculptures.
Until 30 Nov @ 10am
Free
Longmynd Art Gallery. 24 Old 
Main Road, Hillcrest. (Tel) 
031-765-2878

Durban Art Gallery
Now in its 2nd century of exis-
tence, the Durban Art Gallery 
is home to a diverse collec-
tion of pieces from eThekwini.  
They are constantly rotating 
displays and exhibit contem-
porary and historic pieces.
8:30am (Mon – Sat), 11am 
(Sun)
Free
Durban Art Gallery. 2nf Florr, 
City Hall on Anton Lambede 
Street. (Tel) 031-311-2264

The Dodds Gallery
An interesting space that fea-
tures a new exhibition every 6 
weeks. The Gallery has been 
around for 14 years and fo-
cuses on South African art. 
They will also source art for 
you and do framing.
9am (Mon – Sat)
Free
The Dodds Gallery. 281 
Vause Road, Berea, Durban. 
(Tel) 031-220-2041

Royal Moscow Ballet
Consisting of the best gradu-
ates from Russian Ballet 
Schools, the ‘Royal Moscow 
Ballet’ dance company has 
travelled around the world 
and will soon be in Durban. 
One day, 2 show’s only.
16 Apr @ 3pm & 7:30pm
R150 – R300
Playhouse Opera Theatre. 
231 Anton Lambede Street, 
Durban. (Tel) 031-369-9555 
or 0861-915-8000

Into the Woods
An interesting production 
where a collection of fairy tale 
characters (Cinderella, Ra-
punzel, Red Riding Hood and 
Jack and the Beanstalk) each 
go into the Dark Woods but 
bump into each other. Strictly 
adults only.
15 Apr – 1 May @ 2:30pm, 
6pm, 7:30pm
R120 – R200
Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre. 
Howard College Campus, 
University of KZN, off Mazisi 
Kunene Road. (Tel) 031-260-
2296

Mystic India
The show is a Bollywood 
spectacular featuring dance 
and song from India spanning 
across ancient and modern 
times.  Let the cast of 22 mu-
sicians, dancers, costumes 
and acrobats mesmerize you 
with their amazing talent.
23 Apr @ 8pm
R185 – R485
ICC Durban. 45 Bram Fischer 
Road, Durban. (Tel) 031-360-
1000

Rapunzel
The classic children’s story 
brought to stage in a high en-
ergy production starring Row-
an Bartlett. Ticket price in-
cludes a workshop after the 
show where you can learn 
about basic acting skills.
25 Mar – 2 Apr
R70
Rhumbelow Theatre. 42 Cun-

ningham Road, Umbilo. (Tel) 
082-499-9636

Defending the Planet
Ever wondered about Extra 
Terrestrial activity? If the an-
swer is yes, then this show is 
for you. Look forward to an 
evening of music and laugh-
ter.
31 Mar – 2 Apr @ 7:30pm
R130
Hexagon Theatre. Gold Road 
Campus, UKZN. Scottsville. 
(Tel) 033-260-5537 or 0800-
915-8000

Baby Mama Drama
A one man comedy show, 
looking at the topic of ‘single 
parenting’ from a different per-
spective.
1 Apr @ 8:30pm
R150
Playhouse Opera Theatre. 
231 Anton Lambede Street, 
Durban. (Tel) 031-369-9555

Got Admitted
Nonstop laughter guaranteed! 
A comedy about the types of 
patients, characters and mis-
taken identity issues that 
takes place in hospitals.
29 Apr – 1 May @ 8pm (Fri), 
5pm & 8:30pm (Sat), 6:30pm 
(Sun)
R130
iZulu Theatre. 1 Sibaya Drive, 
Umhlanga. (Tel) 031-580-
5000

Making laugh with Loyisa Gola
2 time Emmy nominated co-
median Loyiso Gola will be in 
Durban for just 2 days. Defi-
nitely a show not to be 
missed.
1 & 2 Apr @ 8pm
R120
The Bat Centre. 54 Maritime 
Place, Small Craft Harbour, 
Durban. (Tel) 031-332-0451

Kambakht Ishq 3
A witty dance and drama pro-
duction that deals with love 
and infidelity. The story be-
comes spicier when one of 

the friends meets a ‘hot babe’ 
on social media.
1 & 2 Apr @ 8pm (Fri), 7pm 
(Sat)
R120 – R150
iZulu Theatre. 1 Sibaya Drive, 
Umhlanga. (Tel) 031-580-
5000

Homeland
‘Flatfoot’ dance company 
present this unique produc-
tion which is also the first one 
for 2016. Featuring dance 
works from award winning 
choreographer Lliane Loots.
6 – 10 Apr @ 7:30pm (Wed – 
Sat), 3pm (Sun)
R85
Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre. 
Mazsisi Kunene Road, Uni-
versity of Natal, Durban. (Tel) 
031-260-2296

Tarty Flowers
There will only be one ‘Fawlty 
Towers’ but local comedi-
ennes Annie and Mark will of-
fer audiences a unique ver-
sion of their very own ‘Tarty 
Flowers’.
24 Apr @ 2pm & 6:30pm
R140
Rhumbelow Theatre. 42 Cun-
ningham Road, Umbilo. (Tel) 
082-499-9636

Mtuba Talent Festival
This will be a variety show. 
Some of the theatre disci-
plines included: Standup 
comedy, dance and music.
9 Apr @ 6pm
R50
Mtubatuba Town Hall. Plot 
105, Nkosi Mtuba Road, Mtu-
batuba. (Tel) 035-550-0069

Curry on Laughing
Fast paced and witty, consist-
ing of skits, stand up routines 
and characters that make 
sure you ‘curry on laughing’.
8 – 10 Apr @ 8pm (Fri-Sat), 
3pm (Sat – Sun)
R120 – R140
iZulu Theatre. 1 Sibaya Drive, 
Umhlanga. (Tel) 031-580-
5000

Stand up and Dance
Look forward to Bollywood 
Dance, Laughter and a good 
taste of South African talent 
like you have never seen be-
fore.
8 – 10 Apr @ 8pm (Fri – Sat), 
3pm (Sun)
R130
Sunzone, Suncoast Casino. 
Suncoast Boulevard, Marine 
Parade, Durban. (Tel) 031-
328-3000

A Dance Celebration
In celebration of 40 years of 
dance excellence, the stu-
dents of the Minette de Klerk 
Dance Academy, Michelle 
Clark Dance Academy and 
Just Dance Studios will pres-
ent a unique show featuring 
tap, hip hop, Jazz, Spanish 
dance and more.
22 – 23 Apr @ 6pm (Fri - Sat), 
3pm (Sat)
R100
Playhouse Drama Theatre. 
231 Anton Lambede Street, 
Durban. (Tel) 031-369-9555

Krish Swamivels Dance Extrava-
ganza
Krish Swamivels School of 
Dance will showcase some of 
the talent from their school. 
Look forward to seeing a vari-
ety of dance styles including 
Classical, Bollywood and 
Folk.
3 Apr @ 3pm
R100
iZulu Theatre. 1 Sibaya Drive, 
Umhlanga. (Tel) 031-580-
5000

 EvEnTs

Josh Groban
He has sold more than 25 mil-
lion albums worldwide and 
released 5 platinum albums. 
Josh Groban will be in Durban 
for one night only. (Book early 
to avoid disappointment).
10 Apr @ 8pm
R450 – R905
ICC Durban. 45 Bram Fischer 
Road,  (Tel) 031-360-1000

Relive the golden days of Springbok Radio

The King of Bollywood Pop to rock SA

King of Bollywood Pop Mika 
Singh will soon be seen live in 
concert. The South African Tour 
is set to be one of the most-

anticipated musical events of the year, 
with shows scheduled for both Durban 
and Johannesburg.

Amrik Singh, who is popularly known 
by his millions of fans as Mika Singh, 
was born to Ajmer Singh Chandan and 
Balbir Kaur. 

Brought up in Patna, India, he is the 
youngest of six brothers along with his 
brother Daler Singh (stage name Daler 
Mehndi).

Gaining millions of fans across the 
world, Mika Singh has enriched both the 
Punjabi and Hindi music industry with 
his distinct identity and signature voice. 
A singer, composer, performer, songwrit-
er and music director in his own right, 
Singh is better known as “The King of 
Bollywood”, having reached supreme 
popularity in the industry. Over the years 
Singh has belted out tons of chart bust-

ers, from his solo albums to Bollywood 
soundtracks.

Singh is the voice behind some of 
India’s most iconic party tracks over 
the years, including ‘Subha Hone Na 
De’ (Desi Boys), ‘Gandibaat’ (R Rajku-
mar), ‘Mauja Hi Mauja’ (Jab We Met), 
‘Tu Mere Agal Bagal’ (Phata Poster Nikla 
Hero), ‘Dhinka Chika’ (Ready), ‘Desi Beat’ 
(Body Guard), ‘Pungi’ (Agent Vinod) and 
more recently, the super swag ‘Happy 
Hour’ (ABCD 2), the peppy ‘Aaj Ki Party’ 
(Bajrangi Bhaijaan), ‘Neendein Khul Jaati 
Hai’ (Hate Story 3) and the soulful ‘Heer 
Toh Badi Sad Hai’ (Tamasha) and ‘Billo’, 
which is set to be one of his biggest re-
leases yet. 

* Mika Singh Live in Concert is slated to 
take place on Saturday, April 2, at the 
ICC Arena in Durban and Sunday, April 
3, at Emperors Palace in Johannesburg.
Tickets, starting at R250, are now avail-
able at Computicket.

Mika Singh
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Throughout the month of 
April, Siwela Sonke Dance 
Theatre will be touring 
an education programme 

to primary schools in Durban and 
its surrounding areas in KwaZulu 
Natal. The performance, based on 
famed Durban author Gcina Mhlo-
phe’s African classic ‘Snake with 
Seven Heads’, is a captivating ex-
perience for young viewers. 

The story is about young peo-
ple, love and hope, and is made 
possible through funds from the 
National Lotteries Commission.

Siwela Sonke Dance Theatre is a 
professional award-winning dance 
theatre company based in Durban. 
Since its inception in 1995, Siwela 
Sonke has become one of the lead-
ing dance companies in South Af-
rica, producing and touring work 
nationally and internationally. Si-
wela Sonke formed from a train-
ing and development programme 
for Black dancers with no access to 
training opportunities, initiated by 
The Playhouse Company in Durban 
in 1994. 

Since then, led by Executive Di-
rector Jay Pather, it has set forth 
to push the boundaries of Dance, 
Theatre and Performance Art in 
South Africa.

This primary school programme 
is centred in a narrative dance per-
formance about a hunter who has 
been turned into a seven headed 
snake by an old woman jealous of 
his wife’s beautiful singing voice. 

It incorporates singing, Djembe 
drums and spoken word which 
complements the texture of the 
dance performance.

The work has a duration of 50 
minutes and is highly interactive, 
with opportunity for active par-
ticipation by the learners that will 
see some of them form part of the 
performance. 

As part of the educational pro-
gramme, learners are also required 
to engage in the themes and les-
sons in the story through an inter-
active discussion.

Bookings are available weekdays 
from April 4 to 22 at fee of R10 per 

learner. For bookings, call the stu-
dio on 031 307 6685, or send an 
email to admin@siwelasonke.com. 
Many schools have already shown 
a great deal of interest, so do not 
let your school’s learners miss this 
opportunity to engage with dance 
performed by this internationally 
acclaimed dance theatre company.

* For more information about the 
company, find them on Facebook: 
Siwela Sonke Dance Theatre; fol-
low on Twitter: @SiwelaSonke, 
subscribe on YouTube: Siwela 
Sonke Dance Theatre; or visit their 
website at www.siwelasonke.com.
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Elizabeth Gordon Gallery
The gallery displays fine art of 
renowned and emerging 
South African talents, hosting 
exhibitions and providing ad-
vice to clients. 
Mon – Fri @ 9am
Free
120 Florida Road, Durban. 
(Tel) 031-303-8133

Tribal Expressions Gallery
The Gallery takes pride in 
showcasing work from young 
South African artists and as-
sists them in promoting and 
developing their work. 
Mon – Fri @ 9am
Free
Shop C1 & C2, 1 Bell Street, 
uShaka Marine World, Dur-
ban. (Tel) 031-337-0377

 MARKETs

Twilight Market
The Kloof country club to-
gether with Cartel Creative 
lab will be hosting a Twilight 
market soon. There will be a 
variety of artisanal crafts, 
sweet treats, leather crafts 
and more on offer.
8, 15 Apr @ 5pm – 9pm
Free
Kloof Country Club. 26 Victo-
ry Road, Kloof. (Tel) 072-368-
9139

PMB Night Market
The market takes place once 
a month and offers a unique 
experience under the stars. 

Enjoy some good tasting 
food, listen to music or let the 
kids play on the jumping cas-
tles.
Last Thursday of the month 
@ 4:30pm
R50
Cnr Alexandra and College 
Road, Pietermaritzburg. (Tel) 
074-375-5193

Slow Saturdays Market
Slow down and enjoy a vari-
ety of slow cooked foods. The 
emphasis is on ‘made from 
scratch’ and food that is thor-
oughly prepared. 
Every Saturday @ 10am
Free
8 Morrsion Street, Durban. 
(Tel) 082-466-5722

Karkloof Famers Market
The market is a great spot to 
get all your fresh produce 
which is sourced from pro-
ducers in the KZN midlands 
area. You can also enjoy 
breakfast and great premium 
coffee here. For the kids there 
is a jungle gym, sand pit and 
pony rides.
26 Mar @ 7am
Free
Karkloof Farmers Market. On 
Karkloof Road, 2.6km from 
Howick. (Tel) 082-851-8649

Car boot & 2nd hand clothing 
market
This is one of Durban’s big-
gest weekly flea markets. 
Here you will find a host of 

items from beds and bicycles 
to plants, tools and even cos-
metics. It is the only market 
where you can also sell sec-
ond hand clothing.
Sundays @ 9am
Free (Sellers pay R70)
First Avenue, opposite the 
Standard Bank, Greyville. 
(Tel) 031-209-4751 or 083-
300-2999

The Stables Market
A pet friendly family market 
that offers a unique shopping 
experience. It is a Durban 
icon offering visitors a chance 
to experience various cul-
tures in one space.
Sundays @ 10am 
Free
9 Jaco Jackson Drive, Dur-
ban. (Tel) 031-312-3058

Bangladesh Market
Just South of the Durban 
CBD is a suburb called West-
cliff where you can find this 
vibrant and colorful market.  
Stocked with exotic vegeta-
bles, spices, clothing and so 
much more.
Saturdays @ 9am
Free
Business Square, Westcliff, 
Chatsworth. Durban.

Dunrobin Arts and Craft Market
For the lovers of crafts and 
food. Located in Pietermaritz-
burg, the market offers craft 
jewellery, clothing, décor and 
art from local artists.

Friday @ 6pm
Free
Dunrobin Nursery. 31 War-
wick Road, Fernhil. (Tel) 082-
920-2787

Essenwood Craft Market
Just a short distance from 
Musgrave Centre is this inter-
esting spot. Pick up collect-
ables and little treasures, arts 
and crafts or just relax in the 
tea garden.
Saturday @ 9am
Free
Berea Park. Essenwood 
Road, Berea. (Tel) 031-208-
1264

Dargle Valley Market
Fresh breads, free range 
eggs, cakes and baked goods 
as well as fruit and vegeta-
bles can be found at this mar-
ket.
First Sunday of the Month @ 
9am
Free
On Main Road, near Il Posti-
no Restaurant, Dargle, Natal 
Midlands. (Tel) 082-831-4092

Victoria Street Market
Find Eastern and African 
products that include every-
thing from: tobacco, spices, 
sculpture, beads, curios, 
brass and sweets but to name 
but a few. It is amidst the 
hustle and bustle of the city.
Mon – Sat @ 8am & Sun @ 
10am
Free

Cnr of Queen and Victoria 
Streets, Durban. (Tel) 031-
306-4021

The morning trade market
A space where you can buy 
fresh produce and enjoy farm 
fresh ingredients.
Sundays @ 8am
Free
15 Station Drive, Durban. 

The Golden Hours Family Mar-
ket
Expect to find 2nd hand 
books and various foods or 
relax and have massage and 
pedicure.
Tea garden and kids play-
ground also available at this 
market.
Sundays 
@ 10am
Free
Cnr Uitsig Road and Radar 
Drive. (Tel) 083-262-3693

Shongweni Farmers and Craft 
Market
Established in 1998, the mar-
ket started with just 12 stalls 
selling fresh produce. It has 
now grown to more than 150 
stalls boasting a variety of of-
ferings including biltong, 
fresh food and more. Dogs 
are welcome.
Saturdays @ 6:30am till 
10:30am / Free
Shongweni Market. Cnr Alve-
stone and Kassier Roads, 
Shongweni. (Tel) 083-777-
1674

I Heart Market
The “I Heart Market” offers a 
fantastic collection of South 
African talent. Here you will 
find locals, from designers to 
chefs, flaunting their wonder-
ful wares. 
5 Mar @ 9am – 2pm
Free
Imbizo Lawns, Isaiah Mt-
shangase Road, Moses Mab-
hida Stadium, 
Durban. 
(Tel) 031-303-5719

Uvongo Flea Market
A market that has been 
around for the past 19 years 
and run by the Rotary Club. 
There are around 160 stalls 
with everything from fruit and 
vegetables to Clothing and 
collectables.
Every Saturday
Free
23 Geneva Drive, 
 Margate. 
(Tel) 039-315-7600

Heritage Market
Tuck into delicious breads, 
tarts and cheeses while 
browsing through this market. 
You will also find books, 
paintings, rugs and more at 
this market.
Last Sunday of each month 
@ 9am
Free
9 Old Main Road, 
Hillcrest, Natal Midlands. 
(Tel) 031-765-2500

Dargle Valley Market
A great stop for fresh produce 
and homemade preserves. 
All items come from the Dar-
gle Valley so stock is season-
al and limited but expect the 
freshest items. They also 
have an annual Pumpkin 
growing competition.
First Sunday of the Month @ 
9am
Free
On Main Road, near Il Posti-
no Restaurant, Dargle, Natal 
Midlands. (Tel) 082-831-4092

 Music

Tribute to Dire Straits
Dire Straits was a British 
Rock band that formed in 
1977 and developed a unique 
sound  that stood up against 
the usual hard rock sound of 
the era.
8 -1 17 Apri @ 8pm (Fri – 
Sat), 2pm (Sun)
R140
Rhumbelow Theatre. 42 Cun-
ningham Road, Umbilo. (Tel) 
082-499-8636

Old Mutual Music at the Lake
This time around The Parlo-
tones take to the stage, one 
of South Africa’s most loved 
bands.
3 Apr @ 1pm
R60 – R140
Durban Botanical Gardens. 9 
John Zikhale Road, Greyville. 
(Tel) 031-309-1170

End March on a comedic high with The Jittery Citizens

Siwela Sonke Dance Theatre 
to tour KZN schools

This festive Bollywood music and 
dance spectacular that is ‘Mystic India’ 
will be back to captivate audiences on 
April 23 at the Durban ICC.

Seen by over half a million people 
during countless worldwide perfor-
mances and tours, ‘Mystic India’ is 
based on the concept of ancient India’s 
transition into modern India.

Featuring 22 musicians, danc-
ers, aerialists and acrobats, as well as 
750 lavish costume changes, the show 
promises to keep audience members at 
the edge of their seats. The flamboyant 
costumes and extravagant sets have 
been custom-designed in India’s film 
capital by a team of 40 creative design-
ers and collaborators over the course of 
four years.

Audience members will be invited 
along for a festive journey through 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat, and 
even through the evolution of Bol-
lywood films via a visual display that 
fuses dance, theatre and special effects.

The show is directed and choreo-
graphed by Amit Shah, and produced 
by US-based AATMA Performing Arts, 
of which Shah is the founder and cre-
ative director. 

Shah has many years of experience 
in the world of dance, theatre and me-
dia. He has worked on Bollywood film 
sets with top actors and his choreog-

raphy has been featured on stage with 
Miss World Priyanka Chopra, as well as 
in several films and music videos.

“If you have ever wanted to visit In-
dia, this production is your direct flight 
there. ‘Mystic India’ will blow you all 
the way to the small villages of India, 
(and then) to the fast-paced streets of 
Mumbai and New York,” says Shah.

The female lead of ‘Mystic India’, 
Kruti Shah, is an internationally distin-
guished dancer and choreographer who 
shot to fame as a Top 10 finalist on the 
dance reality show, ‘Just Dance’.

While intensively training in mod-
ern forms of movement, such as ballet, 
pointe, tap, hip-hop, jazz and mod-
ern, Kruti also developed an interest in 
more ancient Indian forms of dance, 
particularly Bharatnyatam and Kathak. 

She joined the AATMA as a princi-
pal dancer in 2010 and has since been 
promoted to choreographer and dance 
trainer for the popular troupe. 

Mystic India’s narrator, Sanjay Sahi-
ni, is originally from Delhi, and received 
his professional actor’s training at the 
acclaimed HB Studios in New York City. 
His breakout role was in the movie 
‘Khel Shuru’ in 2006, and since then 
he has gone on to perform in numer-
ous films, theatre and off-Broadway 
productions.

* Book at Computicket.

‘Mystic India’ returns by popular demand
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The Voices of India
A Bollywood Musical featuring 
Song, Dance and Theatre.
23 Apr @ 8pm
R100 – R200
iZulu Theatre. 1 Sibaya Drive, 
Umhlanga. (Tel) 031-580-
5000

KZN Gospel Choir in Concert
A night of worship and praise. 
3 Apr @ 5pm
R80
Umlazi Cinema Hall. W-2 Zwe 
Madlala Road, Umlazi. (Tel) 
0800-915-8000 

Forest Jam Groove Orchestra
The Rainbow Restaurant will 
host Madala Kunene with 
Chico Antonio and the Forest 
Jam Orchestra. 
3 Apr @ 1pm
R100
The Rainbow Restaurant. 23 
Stanfield Lane, Pinetown. 
(Tel) 031-702-9161

Celebration Time
Local group ‘Platform Jazz’ 
take to the stage to perform 
some of those favorite party 
tunes. Re-live the memories 
of celebrations like Birthdays, 
Holidays, Weddings and 
more.
3 Apr – 3 May
R120
Barnyard Theatre, Gateway. 
Gateway Shopping Centre, 
Umhlanga Ridge. (Tel) 031-
566-3045

Mika Singh Live!
Look forward to an unforget-
table evening of chart bust-
ers, favorites an evergreen 
songs. Hits include Aaj Ki 
Party, Jumme Ki Raat Hai, 
Mauji Hi Mauji and more.
2 Apr @ 7:30pm
R250 – R1500
ICC Durban. 45 Bram Fischer 
Road, Durban. (Tel) 031-360-
1000

PJ Powers Unplugegd
Her musical career spans 
more than 33 years and he 
music has a unique South Af-
rican sound.
29 Apr @ 7pm
R690
The Oyster Box. 2 Lighthouse 
Road, Umhlanga Rocks. (Tel) 
031-514-5000

Cat Simoni
Join Cat for an afternoon at 
the Rhumbelow. She has a 
golden voice and is a virtuoso 
on the piano. Look forward to 
listening to a mix of Rock 
classics from Pink Floyd, 
Cream, Queen, Billy Joel and 
more.
29 – 30 Apr @ 8pm
R70 – R140
Rhumbelow Theatre. 42 Cun-
ningham Road, Umbilo. (Tel) 
082-499-9636

Cassper Nyovest
One of South Africa’s most 
loved artists will invade Em-
pangeni soon. If you have not 
attended one of his concerts 
yet, book now!
1 Apr @ 6pm
R150 – R300
Imbizo Hall. 45 – 47 Biyela 
Street, Empangeni. (Tel) 035-
772-2401

90’s Mania
The 90’s was a time of cool 
music and a collection of one 
hit wonders. 90’s Mania is a 
blast from the past, paying 
tribute to bands like Nirvana, 
Oasis, Counting Crows and 
Live.
Until 17 Apr @ 8pm (Mon – 
Sat), 2pm(Sun)
R70 – R155
Barnyard Theatre, Gateway. 
Gateway Shopping Centre, 
Umhlanga Ridge. (Tel) 031-
566-3045

 Kids Fun

Ushaka Sea World
One of thee largest aquari-
ums in the Southern hemi-
sphere. Get to see a variety of 
fish and sea life or watch a 
Dolphin or Penguin Show.
Mon – Sun @ 9am
R122 – R165
Ushaka Marine World. 1 King 
Shaka Avenue, Durban.
 (Tel) 031-328-8000/8090

Ushaka Wet ‘n Wild 
A fresh water world complete 
with lazy river and tubes, wa-
ter slides and pools. Safe 
lockers, food shops and pic-
nic spots also available.
Wed – Fri @ 10am & Sat – 
Sun @ 9am
R122 – R158
Ushaka Marine World. 1 King 
Shaka Avenue, Point, Dur-
ban. (Tel) 031-328-8000/8090

KZN Science Centre
An exciting space for kids to 
learn the laws or physics 
through play and activities. 
There are also interactive sci-
ence workshops and plane-
tarium shows.
Mon – Sun @ 9am
R23 – R30
Gateway Shopping Centre. 
Shop E51 Upper Level, Umh-
langa Ridge, North Coast. 
(Tel) 031-830-5379

Groovyballs adventure park
This is one of South Africa’s 
only Zorbing parks. A Zorb is 
an inflatable ball that you 
climb into. It gives you the 
freedom to roll down hills 
tumble with getting hurt. A lot 
of fun and an adrenaline rush.
Mon – Sun @ 8am
Lot 152, 70005 Street, Outer 
West Durban. (Tel) 084-330-
3112

Moses Mabhida Stadium Skycar
The SkyCar gives you the 
chance to discover Durban 
from a 106m-high vantage 
point. Look one way and take 
in the ocean views as far as 
the eye can see, look the oth-
er way and you’ll see the city 
living for miles. 
Mon – Sun @ 9am – 5pm
R30 – R60
Moses Mahbida Stadium. 44 
Isaiah Ntshangase Road, 
Durban. (Tel) 031-582-8222

Funky Monkey – Umhlanga
A safe environment for tod-
dlers to 12 year olds to enjoy. 
They also offer some fabu-
lous party packages and cater 
for the shopping mom with 
their new ‘2 hour max – Drop 
and Shop’ offering.

Mon-Thur @ 9am – 5pm , Fri 
– Sat @ 9am- 6pm
7 Tetford Circle, Umhlanga 
Ridge. 
(Tel) 031-566-2000

Durban Botanical Gardens
The Durban Botanic Gardens 
is Africa’s Oldest surviving 
Botanic Garden in Africa and 
such we encourage that kids 
parties that occur in the gar-
den be nature friendly. 
Opens Daily @ 7:30am
9A John Zikhale Road, Dur-
ban. (Tel) 031-322-4021

CROW
The ‘Centre for Rehabilitation 
of Wildlife’ is situated in Yel-
lowwood park. They care for 
injured and orphaned wild 
animals. This is a great space 
to visit and learn more about 
wild animals and how to iden-
tify and care for them.
Open only on Last Sunday of 
the Month.
R20
2 Coedmore Avenue, Yellow-
wood Park. (Tel) 031-462-
1127 

The Port Natal Maritime Muse-
um
Exhibits are the steam tug “JR 
More” as well as the mine-
sweeper “SAS Durban” and 
together with other exhibits 
like the “Ulundi” and “NCS 
Challenger” offer families and 
tour groups hours of explora-
tion, fun and education. 
Mon – Sat @ 8:30am
Donations welcome.
Wilsons Wharf, Victoria Em-
bankment, Maritime Place, 
Durban. (Tel) 031-311-2230

Wave House Extreme
There is no shortage of activi-
ties at Wave House. Ride arti-
ficial waves or ride a Super 
Tube. There is also a 4000 
square metre skate park to 
play in, designed by 10 time 
world champion skater – Tony 
Hawk. Fri – Sun 
Session 1 – 9am – 1pm
Session 2 2pm – 6pm
R20 – R120
1 Palm Boulevard, Durban. 
Gateway Shopping Centre. 
(Tel) 031-584-9415

Jump 4 Joy
Trampoline parks are becom-
ing a popular way to keep fit 
and have fun. Jump 4 Joy is 
an indoor park that has over 
40 interconnected trampo-
lines. Other attractions in-
clude; Basket Ball Slam 
Dunk, Dodge ball Court and 
Foam Pit.
12pm – 8pm (Mon), 9am – 
8pm (Tue-Thur), 9am – 6pm 
(Sun)
R40 – R80
Unit 4 & 5 Chestnut Industrial 
Estate. 122 Brackenhill Road, 
Waterfall. (Tel) 031-766-0104

Swat laser tag and paintball
S.W.A.T. Laser Tag Games is 
a make believe combat game 
that can be enjoyed by all 
members of the family. The 
environment is safe and great 
for parties.
Booking Required.
Off Uitsig Road, Durban 
North. (Tel) 076-444-5570

T he Rhumbelow Theatre 
will present a tribute to 
the Sultans of Swing, rock 
kingpins Dire Straits, from 

April 8 to 10, and again from the 
15th to the 17th.

Dire Straits was a British rock 
band formed in 1977 by Mark 
Knopfler (lead vocals and lead gui-
tar) and his younger brother David 
Knopfler. Their sound was influ-
enced by a variety of musical styles 
including jazz, folk and blues, and 
contrasted with the prominence of 
punk rock during their early years. 
Their more conventional sound ap-
pealed to modern audiences weary 
of the overproduced stadium rock 
of the 1970s.

Dire Straits’ fifth album ‘Broth-
ers in Arms’, released in May 1985, 
was their highest selling studio al-
bum, with sales of over 30 million. 
It was listed in the Guinness Book 
of World Records as the first com-
pact disc to sell a million copies, 
helping to popularize the CD for-
mat. It was one of the first albums 
recorded on digital equipment and 
the title track is reported to be the 
world’s first CD single. In August 
1986, the song which launched 
MTV Europe was another Knopfler 
hit, namely ‘Money for Nothing’, 

which featured Sting in a cameo 
vocal role.

To date, Dire Straits have sold 
in excess of 120 million albums 
and the Rhumbelow show will fea-
ture a selection of their hit songs, 
including ‘Brothers in Arms’, ‘Walk 
of Life’, ‘So Far Away’, ‘Sultans of 
Swing’, ‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘Tun-
nel of Love’, ‘Private Investiga-
tions’ and ‘Money for Nothing’.

This tribute will be performed 

by The Reals, consisting of mem-
bers Barry Thomson, Dawn Selby, 
Mali Sewell, Jason Andrew and 
guest guitarist Shaun Dragt.

* For bookings, consult Compu-
ticket; call 082 499 8636; or send 
an email roland@stansell.za.net.
The Rhumbelow Theatre is situ-
ated on 42 Cunningham Rd off 
Bartle Rd, Umbilo.

The Reals will be paying tribute to Dire Straits

Relive the glory years of the 
Sultans of Swing in Umbilo
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Mary Elizabeth Winstead & John Goodman in ‘10 Cloverfield Lane’

Andrea Martin & Nia Vardalos in ‘My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2’

FILM: 10 CLOVERFIELD LANE
CAST: JOHN GOODMAN, MARY ELIZA-
BETH WINSTEAD, JOHN GALLAGHER JR, 
DIRECTOR: DAN TRACHTENBERG
OPENS: APRIL 8

Waking up from a car accident, a 
young woman finds herself in the 
basement of a man who says he’s 
saved her life from a chemical attack 
that has turned all females over the 
age of 36 into a soft vaporous liq-
uid, which can be utilized as a dis-
infectant.

Although vaguely tied to the 
2008 science fiction monster film 
‘Cloverfield’, this is more of a dra-
matic psychological thriller than an 
action-oriented film.

FILM: MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING 2
CAST: NIA VARDALOS, JOHN CORBETT, 
RITA WILSON
DIRECTOR: KIRK JONES

Parenting and marriage is becoming 
tougher and tougher for Toula (Nia 
Vardalos) and her husband Ian. Not 
only has their relationship lost some 
of its spark, but they’re also dealing 
with a rebellious teenage daughter 
who clashes with Greek traditions. On 
top of that, Toula must contend with 
aging parents and the endless needs of 
cousins and friends. When a shocking 
family secret comes to light, the entire 
Portokalos clan makes plans to come 
together for an even bigger wedding 
than before. Drew Barrymore & Toni Collette in ‘Miss You Already’

FILM: MISS YOU ALREADY
CAST: DREW BARRYMORE, TONI COL-
LETTE, DOMINIC COOPER, JACqUELINE 
BISSET, PADDY CONSIDINE
DIRECTOR: CATHERINE HARDWICKE
OPENS: APRIL 1

An honest and powerful story that 
follows the lives of two best friends, 
Milly (Toni Collette) and Jess (Drew 
Barrymore), as they navigate life’s 
highs and lows. Inseparable since 
they were young girls, they can’t 

remember a time when they didn’t 
share everything from secrets and 
clothes to boyfriends. Milly has a 
high-flying job and lives in a beauti-
ful townhouse with husband Kit and 
their two kids. 

Jess is a town planner and she 
and her boyfriend Jago live on a bo-
hemian houseboat on a London ca-
nal. Their friendship is as rock solid 
as ever, until the day Milly is hit with 
life-changing news.

Review of the Month
FILM: BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF 
JUSTICE
CAST: BEN AFFLECK, HENRY CAVILL, AMY 
ADAMS, JESSE EISENBERG, LAWRENCE 
FISHBURNE, JEREMY IRONS, JASON MA-
MOA
DIRECTOR: ZACK SNYDER
CLASSIFICATION: 13V
REVIEWER: PETER FELDMAN

The idea of fusing two comic 
book superheroes into one ac-
tion packed film seemed a good 
idea on paper. Unfortunately 

the reality of it doesn’t quite gel and 
what we have in the end is an overlong, 
overkill narrative with too many threads 
and a plot-line too busy for its own 
good.

Batman (Ben Affleck) hails from Go-
tham City and Superman (Henry Cavill) 
is an alien from another planet who re-
sides in Metropolis.

When not saving the city from one or 
other disaster, Batman is Bruce Wayne, 
a billionaire industrialist, with a techno 
savvy butler Alfred (Jeremy Irons).

Superman doubles as a reporter on 
the Daily Planet named Clark Kent, a 
nerdy individual with glasses who has 
a love interest in fellow journalist, Lois 
Lane (Amy Adams). 

His disguise shouldn’t fool anybody, 
but you know how it goes in the world 
of pulp fiction. 

Bad politics, religion, terrorists, tech-
nological breakthroughs, monsters, and 
much more are thrown into the mix. The 
audience is expected to digest this un-
holy mix in 153 minutes of screen time, 
of which a slew of unhealthy segments 
are devoted to explosive action, special 
effects and the two superheroes at each 
other’s throats. A good deal of the ac-
tion takes place in dark, dingy places.

It seems Batman and the authorities 
of Gotham City are becoming suspicious 
of the god-like Superman and his awe-
some powers. They feel that if left un-
checked it could have serious repercus-
sions on the world.

While Batman and Superman are at 
war with one another, a dangerous, psy-
chopath named Lex Luthor has emerged 
and is waiting for an opportunity to 
strike. 

A multi-billionaire inventor, with a 
business conglomerate at his disposal, 
Luthor has added to his formidable ar-
moury a slab of kryptonite which, as 
every loyal Superman fan knows, is our 
hero’s Achilles heel. 

Things don’t look too good for Su-
perman.

Zack Snyder’s production attempts 
to cram far too much extraneous matter 
into its narrative thrust, resulting in a 
film that is all over the place and with-
out much focus. It slides back and forth 
in time with flashbacks, dream sequenc-
es and hints of what we can expect in 
the future.

The mood and texture throughout 
is dark and ominous, as if the end of 
the world is nigh, with the players go-
ing through the emotions without much 
depth.

Affleck, with streaks of grey in his 
hair, and an athletic-looking Cavill, 
play these modern variants of Batman 
and Superman, with upgrades in the 
costume department. Amy Adams and 
veteran English actor Jeremy Irons are 
wasted as Lois Lane and Alfred respec-
tively, and Jesse Eisenberg makes a mad 
enough Lex Luthor, whose hairstyle gets 
a welcome make-over during the course 
of events. 

Laurence Fishburne (as Daily Planet 
editor Perry White) is not given enough 
screen time to make a difference.

Surprise characters come into focus 
and a new adversary puts in an appear-
ance. Overall, though, ‘Batman v. Super-
man: Dawn of Justice’ suffers from too 
much hype and too little content.

Ben Affleck as Batman

Henry Cavill as Superman

2/5
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Stian Bam in ‘Modder en Bloed’

FILM: THE JUNGLE BOOK
CAST: NEEL SETHI, BILL MURRAY, ID-
RIS ELBA, SCARLETT JOHANSSON, BEN 
KINGSLEY
DIRECTOR: JON FAVREAU
OPENS: APRIL 15

‘The Jungle Book’ is an all-new, 
live-action epic adventure about 
Mowgli, a man-cub raised by a fam-
ily of wolves. But Mowgli finds he 
is no longer welcome in the jungle 
when fearsome tiger Shere Khan, 
who bears the scars of Man, prom-
ises to eliminate what he sees as a 
threat. Urged to abandon the only 
home he’s ever known, Mowgli em-
barks on a captivating journey of 
self-discovery, guided by panther-
turned-stern mentor Bagheera, and 
the free-spirited bear Baloo. Along 
the way, Mowgli encounters jungle 
creatures who don’t exactly have 
his best interests at heart, including 
Kaa, a python whose seductive voice 
and gaze hypnotizes the man-cub, 
and the smooth-talking King Louie, 
who tries to coerce Mowgli into giv-
ing up the secret to the elusive and 
deadly red flower: fire.
Based on Rudyard Kipling’s time-
less stories, ‘The Jungle Book’ is in-
spired by Disney’s classic animated 
film, with an approach all its own. 
“We embrace the mythic qualities 

of Kipling in the more intense tonal 
aspects of the film,” says director 
Jon Favreau, “but we left room for 
what we remember from the 1967 
film, and sought to maintain those 
charming Disney-esque aspects.”
Filmmakers employed up-to-the-
minute technology to tell the story 
in a contemporary and immersive 
way, blending live-action perfor-
mances with CG environments and 
photo-real animal characters that 
artists stylized to elevate the story-
telling. “Walt told the story through 
traditional cell animation and now 
we have the technology to actually 
bring these characters to life. The 

opportunity to be able to show that 
with today’s technology was irresist-
ible,” says producer Brigham Taylor.
According to Favreau, story is king. 
“I think films have to offer an emo-
tional experience for the audience,” 
says the director. “The spectacle 
won’t mean anything if they’re not 
engaged emotionally with the char-
acters. Every story needs humanity, 
emotion and character development, 
as well as humour - presented in a 
way that doesn’t betray the stakes 
of the film. There are white-knuckle 
moments in the movie when you 
wonder, ‘What’s going to happen to 
this kid?’”

Mowgli (newcomer Neel Sethi) and Bagheera (voice of Ben 
Kingsley) embark on a captivating journey in ‘The Jungle Book’

Cedric the Entertainer, Nicki Minaj and Ice Cube in ‘Barbershop 
The Next Cut’

FILM: BARBERSHOP: THE NEXT CUT
CAST: ICE CUBE, CEDRIC THE ENTER-
TAINER, MARGOT BINGHAM, REGINA 
HALL, ANTHONY ANDERSON, NICKI 
MINAJ, SEAN PATRICK THOMAS
DIRECTOR: MALCOLM D. LEE
OPENS: APRIL 22

It’s been more than 10 years since 
our last appointment at Calvin’s Bar-
bershop. Calvin (Ice Cube) and his 
longtime crew, including Eddie (Ced-
ric the Entertainer), are still there, but 

the shop has undergone some major 
changes. Most noticeably, the once 
male-dominated sanctuary is now 
co-ed. The ladies bring their own fla-
vour, drama and gossip to the shop 
challenging the fellows at every turn. 
Despite the good times and camara-
derie within the shop, the surround-
ing community has taken a turn for 
the worse, forcing Calvin and the 
crew to come together to not only 
save the shop, but their neighbour-
hood.

Review of the Month
FILM: MODDER EN BLOED
CAST: STIAN BAM, GRANT SWANBY, 
CHARLOTTE SALT, MICHAEL RICHARD, 
PATRICK CONNELLY, DEON LOTZ
DIRECTOR: SEAN ELSE
CLASSIFICATION: 13 LPV
REVIEWER: PETER FELDMAN

So many Afrikaans films are 
coming off the conveyor belt 
that it’s difficult to keep track 
of them, but at least it’s pro-

viding members of the industry with 
much-needed work.

‘Modder en Bloed’ is one of the 
better productions to emerge in re-
cent weeks. It captures the era - the 
Anglo-Boer war in 1901 - and will 
hold you enthralled not only by the 
powerful acting of its predominantly 
male cast, but also by the blood and 

guts of its subject matter.
It’s not an easy topic to digest and 

there is no grey area in Sean Else’s 
film. It’s either black or white and 
the British certainly don’t emerge 
from this one with any laurels. They 
are depicted as arrogant and brutish 
thugs who derive great pleasure from 
torturing and belittling their Boer 
captives on the notorious St Helena 
Island and systematically destroying 
their spirit. 

The men, who hail from different 
areas in South Africa, are beaten and 
starved and placed in steel coffins in 
the ground to break their will. They 
are randomly shot by Colonel Swan-
nell (Grant Swanby), a psychopath 
masquerading as the head of the St 
Helena camp where they find them-
selves prisoners.

The captured men are regarded as 
rebels and are not treated as regular 
soldiers, which means their fate is in 
the hands of the their captives and 
they can be shot on a whim.

The only shaft of light comes from 

Governor Sterndale (Michael Rich-
ard) who observes what is going on 
under his nose but seems powerless 
to act. His feisty widowed daughter, 
Katherine (English actress Charlotte 
Sale of ‘Casualty’ TV fame), however, 
speaks out against the brutality and 
the conditions in which the men are 
kept, but these also fall on deaf ears.

One of the key prisoners is Wil-
lam Morkel (Stian Bam), a beast of 
a man whose farm was burnt down 
by the British and whose family were 
murdered. He is a strong willed, self 

sufficient individual with hatred in 
his heart, but one facing overwhelm-
ing odds.

The story then takes a surprise 
twist when one of the younger pris-
oners tries to escape and is caught. 
His punishment is death, but Morkel 
manages to negotiate with the arro-
gant Colonel to save the boy’s life. 
Should the prisoners win a rugby 
match against the officer’s prized 
Regimental team who’ve never been 
beaten, he’ll spare the boy’s life. 
However, should they lose, Colonel 
Swannell will shoot both Morkel 
and the boy. The challenge is that 
the prisoners have never played 
rugby before and are given only a 
few weeks in which to assemble a 
makeshift team for the contest. The 
only person with any knowledge of 
the game is Irish prisoner Finn Kel-
ley (Patrick Connelly) who takes it 
upon himself to coach the men. It’s a 
daunting task. They don’t even have 
a ball with which to play. But they 
have the will.

The film moves into interesting 
territory here where the various char-
acters are more broadly defined as 
they accept the challenge.

The acting is solid, with Swanby 
pulling out all the stops in turning 
his character into a monster of a man 
with no redeeming features. Bam 
also stands out as the potent Willem 
Morkel.

If there is a gripe it concerns the 
overkill in the brutality department, 
which becomes a relentless onslaught 
on the senses.

Another questionable aspect here 
is that the film suggests that Spring-
bok rugby began in this prisoner of 
war camp when the team chose a 
springbok as their emblem and used 
brute force in the scrums as their 
weapon of destruction. 

Overall, though, ‘Modder en 
Bloed’ is an engrossing exercise in 
the filmmaker’s craft. Director Sean 
Else utilises his skills to shape a film 
with pace, texture and a healthy dose 
of excitement.

3/5

Stephan Jones as Jesse Owens in ‘Race’

FILM: RACE
CAST: STEPHAN JAMES, JASON SUDEI-
KIS, JEREMY IRONS, WILLIAM HURT, 
CARICE VAN HOUTEN, SHANICE BANTON
DIRECTOR: STEPHEN HOPKINS
OPENING: APRIL 1

Based on the incredible true story of 
Jesse Owens (Stephan James), the 
legendary athletic superstar whose 
quest to become the greatest track 
and field athlete in history thrusts 
him onto the world stage of the 
1936 Olympics, where he faces off 
against Adolf Hitler’s vision of Ary-
an supremacy. ‘Race’ is an enthrall-
ing film about courage, determina-
tion, tolerance, and friendship, and 
an inspiring drama about one man’s 
fight to become an Olympic legend.

In writing the screenplay for 
‘Race’, Joe Shrapnel and Anna 
Waterhouse chose to focus on the 
most eventful years of the legend-
ary runner’s life, beginning at the 
age of 19 when he first arrived at 
Ohio State University, and ending 
with his triumphant run(s) two years 
later on the world stage.

As Waterhouse explains, “A cra-

dle-to-grave story didn’t interest 
us, and we felt we could suggest a 
lot of what came before and after 
for him through the prism of this 
particularly significant stretch in 
Jesse’s life.”

Shrapnel and Waterhouse also 
sought to go beyond the bound-
aries of a typical sports film, onto 
a broader social and political can-
vas. Shrapnel elaborates, “In order 
for the audience to appreciate the 

enormity of Owens’ accomplish-
ments - the scale and importance of 
his victories - we had to give them 
background and history; people 
may not know just how close these 
Games came to not happening, or 
happening without U.S. participa-
tion. As it was, the Berlin Games 
were the last Olympics until after 
World War II. The world was chang-
ing fast.”

Chris Evans & Robert Downey Jr. in ‘Captain America: Civil War’

FILM: CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR
CAST: CHRIS EVANS, ROBERT DOWNEY 
JR., SCARLETT JOHANSSON, SEBASTIAN 
STAN, ANTHONY MACKIE, DON CHEADLE, 
JEREMY RENNER, CHADWICK BOSEMAN, 
PAUL BETTANY, ELIZABETH OLSEN, PAUL 
RUDD
DIRECTORS: ANTHONY & JOE RUSSO
OPENS: APRIL 27

‘Captain America: Civil War’ picks up 
where ‘Avengers: Age of Ultron’ left 
off, as Steve Rogers (Chris Evans) 
leads the new team of Avengers in 
their continued efforts to safeguard 
humanity. 

After another international incident 
involving the Avengers results in 
collateral damage, political pressure 
mounts to install a system of ac-
countability and a governing body to 
determine when to enlist the services 
of the team.

The new status quo fractures the 
Avengers, resulting in two camps - 
one led by Steve Rogers and his desire 
for the Avengers to remain free to de-
fend humanity without government 
interference, and the other following 
Tony Stark’s (Robert Downey Jr.) sur-
prising decision to support govern-
ment oversight and accountability.
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My understanding of a “slaw” was 
a salad that included cabbage and 
mayonnaise, but who says it has to 
be just cabbage? I have eaten many 
wonderful slaws, some that have 
included apples, pineapple, raisins, 
broccoli… I love to add celery to 
mine, mustard and a good drizzle of 
honey.

You can dress your slaw with but-
termilk like they do in the Southern 
parts of the United States, or just 
dressed with mayonnaise, or some-
times sour cream. 

Slaw makes a wonderful side dish 
and is great served alongside fried 
chicken; hamburgers; soft and sticky, 
melting off the bone BBQ pork ribs; 
or on a bun with pulled pork. It’s 
even great on a hot dog.

I really like this slaw recipe made 
from Stone fruits, which has been 
developed by Justin Bonello. Let’s 
give it a try while these wonderful 
sunshine fruits are available and in 
season.

Let’s cook!

Stone Fruit Slaw

This light and refreshing crunchy 
salad really works well as side with 
chicken or pork.

Ingredients:

•	 1 tablespoon of rice vinegar
•	 A big glug of olive oil
•	 A couple of pinches brown 

sugar
•	 The juice and rind of 1 lime
•	 Salt and cracked black pepper 

to taste
•	 Half a red onion, finely chopped
•	 1 red chilli, deseeded and finely 

chopped
•	 A chunk of fresh ginger, peeled 

and grated
•	 3 spring onions, finely sliced
•	 A handful of fresh mint leaves, 

finely chopped
•	 About 2 to 3 handfuls of various 

types of firm Stone Fruit, pitted 
and cut into strips

Method:
To make a vinaigrette for the slaw, 
mix together all the ingredients ex-
cept the fruit, mint and coriander in 
a salad bowl. Finish by tossing the 
fruit in the dressing to coat and serve 
topped with fresh mint and corian-
der.
recipe by Justin bonello

Everybody must get Stoned
Fooding around with 
Jenny Morris

@jennymorrischef

By Imran Khan

Geforce GtX 
- latest news

The latest GTX series of graph-
ics cards is now available in 
South Africa and local online 
shopping giant, Takealot, 

have them in stock. Forget everything 
you know about graphics cards, be-
cause the new generation of Nvidia 
cards are the ultimate ‘next level’ 
pieces of kit. Their flagship card in 
the series is the ‘GTX 980 Ti Extreme’. 

It’s a card that packs 6 Gigabytes 
of GDDR5 memory and a 384 bit 
memory interface. Outputs from the 
card include HDMi, DVI-I and stan-
dard display port. If you are thinking 
of getting a monster like this we sug-
gest upgrading your power supply, 
because you will need 600 watts just 
dedicated to this card alone. 

If you don’t need that much 
graphics processing power and you’re 
just a casual gamer then we suggest 
getting the Geforce GTX 950 Ex-
treme. It is an equally attractive card 
but at a fraction of the cost. The GTX 
950 runs just 2 Gigabytes of GDDR5 
memory and a 128 bit memory in-
terface.

It features the same output dis-

play options from the card and will 
push out the same resolutions (Maxi-
mum of 4096 x 2160 pixels on digital 
and 2048 x 1536 on analog).
Both these cards are available from 
Takealot.com this weekend and de-
livery is free. Expect to pay around 
R15559 for the GTX 980 Ti Extreme 
and around R4325 for the lighter 
GTX 950 Extreme. 

nike’s – HyperAdapt

2015 was the year we looked back 
at the movie franchise ‘Back To The 
Future’ and questioned some of the 
suggested gadgets that the movie 
predicted. The hover board idea still 
seems to be in development, with 
nothing that comes close to what 
Marty McFly used in the film. 3D 
movies were kind of there, but we 
don’t quite have the ‘Holographic 
3D’ that the movie suggested. How-
ever, one gadget that captured the 
imagination of many was the ‘self 
tying shoe’ from Nike. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to slip your 
foot into a sneaker and it fastens it-
self? Well Nike has done it and this 
time they got it pretty close to what 
Marty used in the movie that was re-
leased back in 1985. 

The Nike ‘HyperAdapt 1.0’ is the 
company’s first adaptive self tying 

shoe that incorporates electro me-
chanical systems. 

Simply slip your foot into the shoe 
and press your heal down. Once your 
heal hits the sole, a series of tiny mo-

tors start tensioning the laces just 
enough to fasten the shoe snuggly 
around your foot. 

The Nike HyperAdapt 1.0 will be 
available only to members of Nike+ 

during the second half of 2016 so 
you will have to sign up soon.

‘doom’

The legendary first person shooter 
‘Doom’ is coming back and is avail-
able for pre-order this weekend. De-
spite the game being developed by 
the same company, id Software, the 
new ‘Doom’ game will be a modern 
twist on the old one. 

We particularly like the three new 
gaming options that are available. 
‘Relentless Campaign’ is the first one.

In this campaign there is no tak-
ing cover or stopping to regener-
ate health. Instead you will have to 
power up on the go while enemies 
just keep coming. Multiplayer returns 
with the signature fast paced Doom 
arena style combat. 

An aspect that really stood out 
for us was the SnapMap feature. In 
this mode, id Software is giving the 
gamer all the tools to build and edit 
maps, edit game logic and complete-
ly customize your game play. 

You can then make your creation 
available to other players around the 
world and play your custom map.

‘Doom’ is available on pre-order at 
your local Bt-Games outlet. Expected 

Gadget Buddies

A screenshot from ‘Doom 2016’ - coming soonThe latest from Nvidia - GeForce 980 Ti Xtreme

The Nike HyperAdapt 1.0 in white - Self Tying Shoe

Stone Fruit Slaw
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Durban-style lamb curry

Chilli garlic prawns

The classic trench coat never 
seems to go out of style

By RoxyK
Email: roxyk@48hours.co.za

The fashion industry is being 
bombarded with so many 
different styles, cuts and de-
signs at the moment. Even 

the recently held Mercedes Benz 
Fashion Show showed us print on 
print, a burst of colour with simple 
contemporary cuts. 

Leather jackets and boots made 
its appearance again this year, which 
were paired with soft, silky knits in 
both dresses and skirts. 

Ultimately, it is not what you 
wear, so much as how you wear it 
that matters. My rules this season are 
definitely clothing that are simple 
and comfortable. Let’s take a look at 
my ideas.

Layering – Do not be afraid to wear 
layers, which would make you look 
more chic and sleek. Try a tailored 
skirt with a soft cashmere roll-neck 
knit paired with a sleeveless jacket, 
or a long knitted dress worn with a 
trendy cropped jacket. These styles 
may go against the rules, but this look 
will make you feel mod in instant

Flare – Tunic knits are back and 
available in a variety of colours and 
cuts. My favourite is the A-line cut, 
which is fitted on the top and falls 
gracefully into a flare from the top. 
These are available in the full length, 
or knee length. This is one piece that 
you can rely on whatever the weather. 
If you have a more silhouette figure 
then the straight cut will suit you just 
fine, paired with a must-have tartan 
shawl and the latest boots, called 
“cankles”, which is slightly higher 
than the ankle styles.

Tassels – While this does represent 
a new take on the boho look, you 
cannot really wear too much of it. 
I have spotted tasseled shoes, skirts, 
jackets and more jackets and they 
are definitely in season, but wear one 
tasseled item - either a jacket with 
a plain skirt in the same fabric, or a 
plain suede dress with tasseled boots.

Suede – Yes, the seventies’ suede 
is back this season. The variety of 
clothing available in this tan colour 
and fabric are endless. From skirts, 
tops, jackets, pants to dresses, they 
are ALL available in suede.

The golden rule is NEVER wear to 
much of one colour. In other words, 
be creative. Pair your items carefully 
so that they look more retro. I sug-
gest a suede skirt, which can easily be 
paired with a soft grey polo neck jer-
sey and a longer length animal print-
ed scarf; or suede slacks worn with 

a black top and block-heeled boots.

Choosing a solid tone could also help 
you transform your outfit from day 
to night. 

For example, an extra-length 
black maxi dress worn with a jacket 
during the day can be worn with 
sparkly jewellery at night and khaki-
coloured “cankles”. 

The colour this season is the ever 
popular plum and burgundy, which 
will carry us through the winter. 
Bags, scarves and jewellery should be 
stylish, but practical. I like bags with 
some colour such as orange and just 
a hint of snakeskin to give the outfit 
a “wow” look.

Be wise, though, when buying this 
season’s trends. 

Remember that one item can be 
worn in many ways. So, go out and 
be glam this season with classic, 
comfortable styles.

Seasonal fashion that works for you

By Naushad Khan

Having travelled the Middle 
East and South East Asia 
extensively, it always fasci-
nated me how much locals 

use hotel restaurants and facilities 
for business and pleasure. In fact, 
many businessmen in India will check 
into a local Five Star hotel and have 
friends and family over to relax with 
and entertain. It worries me to see 
how many local hotel restaurants and 
business facilities within these hotels 
go unused by locals. The perception 
is that hotel facilities are for staying 
guests only –how wrong this is.

Most hotel groups in SA invest in 
modern facilities, keep staff abreast 
of the latest trends and train them 
to deliver good service to all guests, 
both in-house and visitors. One such 
group that is leading the pack in this 
regard is the proudly South African 
brand, Tsogo Sun. 

With hotels across the leisure 
spectrum, Tsogo Sun offer locals and 
visitors world class facilities and ser-
vice right on our doorstep. What re-
ally captured my attention are their 
serious investment and first class 
food and beverage offerings across 
their hotel brands in the past couple 
of years.

For several years, Tsogo Sun have 
been working hard to train staff and 
upgrade many of their properties to 
ensure that Food and Beverage is 
seen as one of the key revenue driv-
ers in their business, and not just a 
service to in-house guests.

With a talented pool of some of 
the best General Managers and Ex-
ecutive chefs on the continent, they 
have upped their game to such an ex-
tent that their chefs are now scoop-
ing local inter-hotel chef’s challenges 
in every department.

I recently had the pleasure of 
meeting some of the chefs at the 
stylish Southern Sun Hyde Park for 
what was billed as The Tasting Table, 
and what a delightfully creative culi-
nary experience this was. The signa-
ture dishes on the eight-course menu 
served by the chefs at the Tsogo Sun 
Tasting Table are all available on the 
respective menus of the restaurants 
represented by the eight chefs.

The menu consisted of:

• Mollusco: squid ink scallop tortel-
lini and red roe espuma; crab and sea 
bass sashimi; green tea sorbet - by 
Greg Gautier of Lucé at Southern 
Sun Hyde Park.
This stylish restaurant with sweep-
ing views of Sandton offers diners 
the finest Italian cuisine with a fu-
sion of Japanese flavours. This is an 
excellent venue for business lunches, 
group functions and those intimate 
celebrations of special occasions.

• Smoked chicken breast supreme 
served with poached pears in saf-
fron, micro greens gorgonzola cheese 
and walnut crumble and red pep-
padew dressing -by Jade Sullaphen 
of Punchinello’s at Southern Sun 
Montecasino. Chef Jade has delight-

ed many international taste buds 
including Sting and Prince Charles 
and brings all of this experience and 
skill right here in Fourways, Sandton. 
With fresh ingredients and stylish 
Mediterranean inspired dishes, the 
menu caters for many a discerning 
palate. 
Their Sunday lunches have become 
an institution in Fourways and it is 
best you book in advance to secure 
your table.

• Chilli garlic prawns - by Deena 
Naidoo of Aarya at SunSquare Mon-
tecasino, South Africa’s first Mas-
terchef winner.
Make sure you give their butter 
chicken a try as it is said to be one 
of the best in Joburg, however the 
lamb ribs did the trick for me when 
I visited.

• Duck Calvados: Roasted Duck, 
served on a layer of their famous cal-
vados Apple Glaze - by Preshanthan 
Pillay of Back O The Moon at Gold 
Reef City. Fine dining with great ser-
vice and a live band makes any trip 
to Back O The Moon a memorable 
one.

• Grilled salmon with steamed sea-
sonal vegetables, avo, cucumber and 
tomato salsa - by Kenneth Ngubane 
of Jenda at Montecasino.
With multiple seating options both 
indoor and outdoor, Jenda is one of 

the hippest restaurants to be seen at. 
From casual snacking options to 
deliciously prepared mains, you are 
bound to enjoy a visit to Jenda with 
friends or family. They also have a 
private wine tasting bar for the bud-
ding sommelier in you.

Durban-style lamb curry - by 
Shaun Munro of Lingela at Southern 
Sun Elangeni & Maharani.
Chef Munro and his team produce 
thousands of meals every day across 
the two hotel towers with style and 
grace. Any stay at this property is 
special and dining at Lingela is a 
must when on the North Beach in 
Durban. Experience the true Durban 
curry here, with specially prepared 
spices and local ingredients.

Spiced textured carrot cake: Pista-
chio nut dacquoise; caramel spiced 
carrot; cardamom ice cream; warm 
white chocolate ganache - by Garth 
Shnier of San at Sandton Sun, where 

you can engage with the chefs in ac-
tion in the show kitchen.
Great venue for business lunches, 
group functions or just a lazy lunch 
or dinner in the heart of Sandton.

Valrhona 5 Chocolate Bomb - by Pre-
nolan Naidoo of The Grill Jichana at 
Southern Sun Elangeni & Maharani.
This was the final course and it was 
spectacular. 
A real show stopper that is worth 
making a stop at The Grill Jichana 
for whenever you are in Durban.

A two hour plus lunch with some 30 
foodie media, this was a menu that 
really delivered a culinary feast by 
some of the stars in SA dining. 
“We’re extremely proud of how far 
Tsogo Sun has come over the last 
few years with the overall quality 
of its food and beverage offerings,” 
says Priya Naidoo, General Manager: 
Group Communications of Tsogo 
Sun. 

“We have assumed custodianship 
of the food and beverage business 
within the group and we are ensuring 
that it is a critical delivery factor in 
the overall hospitality environment; 
after all, it employs a third of our 
workforce. 

Food and beverage is part and 
parcel of being hospitable, and our 
F&B offering is all about ensuring 
excellent, honest and memorable de-
livery of food and beverage.”

* For reservation contact details, visit 
www.tsogosun.com.

Tsogo Sun showcases culinary diversity at Tasting Table

Fooding around with 
Jenny Morris

Duck Calvados
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